
Hello almost graduated class of 2014.

In a few days will be the day we’ve all been waiting for since, like, yesterday…. Or for 
most of us, since the end of the first day of freshman year. 

We’re graduating. We’ve been working towards it since kindergarten. In case you forgot 
why we’re called 12th graders, it’s because it was twelve years of education. Twelve 
years. 

And through all of that, look at us. We hardly know what we’re doing.  Like at all.

Half of us know how to make cold cereal. The other half know that some combination 
of water and soap will make our clothes smell good again.

What is balancing a checkbook? Who is DOW Jones? Why are they named DOW?

How are we supposed to be adults?

We’re only 18.

In Genesis 17, which is on page 12 of the normal print pew bibles and page 15 in the 
slightly larger print, God says to Abraham, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be 
blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you 
exceedingly numerous.” Then God changed Abraham’s name. Then he said, “I will 
make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come 
from you.”

We’re 18.

We have only the vaguest of ideas as to how to be adults.

And as young adults stepping into a world much larger than our current one, we all 
know just how terrifying this unknown future is. We have a lot to fear. Tough college 
classes, debt, unemployment, living with a multitude of cats. And while right now we’re 
all looking at the coming years in college, we all know deep down that we’ve 
considered the possibility of drawing the short stick in life.

But this is where God’s promise to Abraham comes into play.

Just by being committed to God, trusting in him and honoring him, God has promised 
all of us everything we can imagine and more. 

But wait! That deal is ridiculously awesome…. What kind of trade off is that? Well, as 
rad as that deal might have sounded, to Abraham, it was a matter of choosing between 
his version of normal, and abandoning everything he knew. Abraham was a pagan. A 
rich pagan. So in making a covenant with God, he would be leaving all he knew behind 
to follow something brand new and completely unknown to him. His family would 



think he was crazy. He would be giving up his riches, and his gods, and flipping his life 
180 degrees. So that’s where it becomes a deal in place of a gift.

So then what does that have to do with us? A deal made thousands of years ago? We’re 
21st century teenagers. A deal to us is when a hot new app comes out and we don’t 
have to pay for it.

Well, as much fun as it is to interpret the old testament literally, we have to remember 
that the whole point of the old texts is to be able to interpret them and apply them to 
our own lives, regardless of how old those texts are compared to us. God’s promise to 
Abraham is a promise he made with all of his followers to come after Abraham. 

We’re young adults starting the most uncharted part of our lives. Some of us are going 
to college. Some of us are going straight into the work force. And while all of us have 
vague ideas of how we want our lives to turn out, we’re stepping into uncharted 
territory. The pressures of high school will have nothing on those of fraternity 
brothers, sorority sisters, coworkers, hall mates, and new friends. Our struggles will no 
longer be those of how our grades are doing and if we can afford prom, but will now 
be how well we can perform in a class we’re paying a few hundred dollars for, and 
whether we can afford to pay rent.

But we can look at our lives, which at this point could be imminent chaos for all we 
know, and know exactly what Abraham must have felt. He was asked to leave behind 
everything he knew for what would presumably be an amazing new life. All the fears he 
might have had were taken care of by the trust he had in God, of whom he had never 
known of and had just met. But most of us already know God. And we know great 
things he has for us in store. So looking at the unknown before us, all we have to do is 
think to the story of Abraham. We are Abraham. And God has promised us all great 
things. All we have to do is move forward from our past, and put our trust in our 
future.


